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Applicant Information Session
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This webinar will be recorded 
and made available on the program 
webpage.



Introductions

• Brandy DeLange, Executive Director
• Fred Wenhardt, Transportation Planning Specialist
• Joy Dopita, Executive Assistant
• Bethany Hoy, BERK Consulting
• Josh Linden, BERK Consulting



Board

Temple Lentz, 
Chair Ben Wick Anne McEnerny-

Ogle Cory Wright Erik Hansen

Al French John McCarthy Leonard Barnes Johan Hellman Julie Meredith

Jon Snyder Peter Bennett Matthew Colvin Aaron Hunt



Agenda

• Presentation (30 minutes)
• Purpose of the funding
• Funding timeline
• What’s new in 2026
• Eligibility criteria
• Eligible project categories
• Previously funded programs
• Resources for applicants

• Q&A (30 minutes)



You may add questions at any 
time using the Q&A function.
• If someone else has already 

asked a question that you’d also 
like answered, indicate that by 
clicking the “thumbs up”

• If you ask a question, we may 
invite you to unmute yourself to 
add additional context



FMSIB’s Purpose
Statutory Authority: RCW 47.06A.020

• Recommend a six-year investment program to the 
Legislature

• Focus on highest-priority freight mobility projects 
statewide

• Advance statewide economic competitiveness and 
supply chain resilience

• Find solutions that lessen the impact of the movement of 
freight on local communities



Funding Timeline

• Projects funded by the Legislature will receive 
appropriated funds in the corresponding fiscal year(s)

• FY July 2027 – June 2029
• FY July 2029 – June 2031
• FY July 2031 – June 2033

Application 
Opens 

12/2025

Application 
Closes     

03/2026

Submit to 
Governor’s 
proposed 

budget
06/2026

Submit for 
Legislative 
Evaluation      

Spring 2027

Projects 
approved by 
Legislature

2027



What’s New in 2026?

• Restructured application to be a 35-point scale
• Completion of module worksheets
• Evidence of community support
• Commitment of matching funds

• Questions updated to allow applicants to better 
expand on regional and statewide strategic freight 
benefit

• Applicants may submit supporting photographs or media 
(not required)

https://fmsib.wa.gov/studies/integrating-community-considerations-freight-investments


Eligibility
Projects must be: 
• Located on or directly connected to a Designated Strategic Freight 

Corridor
• High-volume truck, rail, or waterway routes in the State’s Freight Goods
• Transportation System: 

• Truck: T-1 and T-2 
• Rail: R-1 
• Water: W-1, W-2, W-3, and W-4

• Under construction within six years of the funds being 
appropriated

• Included in a Regional Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) and 
the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP)



Project Categories

• Asset Preservation and Safety
• Improving Operations of Existing System
• Expanding the Existing System
• Innovative Freight Solutions



Asset Preservation and Safety

• Bridge Preservation and Maintenance
• Address deterioration
• Extend service life
• Restore function of existing bridges

• Road Preservation and Maintenance
• Surface treatments and overlays

• Complete Replacement of roads or bridges

Project Categories



Improving Operations of Existing 
System
• Transportation Systems Management and Operations 

(TSMO)
• Improve the quality, effectiveness, resilience, and efficiency of 

the current system without adding capacity (e.g., more 
pavement)

• Intersection modifications and roadway restriping
• Intelligent Transportation System (ITS)

Project Categories



Expanding the Existing System

• Grade Separations
• Conversion of at-grade railroad crossings
• Expansion of freight corridors

• Expansion of Freight Corridors
• Improve first and last mile connections and parallel routes to 

increase capacity of freight corridors
• Reduce freight congestion

Project Categories



Innovative Freight Solutions

• Construction of truck parking improvements
• Land acquisitions that border waterways and airways to 

mitigate impacts of future projects
• Inland Ports, Logistics Cluster, or Inland Intermodal Facilities
• Projects that limit GHG emissions

• Projects include: Hydrogen fueling stations, electrification, or other 
zero emissions improvements

• Other practical solutions that improve operations or 
expansion

Project Categories



• The Toolkit for Integrating Community Considerations in 
Freight Investments includes eight detailed case studies.  

• City of Fife I-5 / Port of Tacoma Interchange Improvement
• City of Kent S 228th St Grade Separation
• King County South Park Bridge Replacement
• City of Longview SR 432 Improvements
• City of Seattle Duwamish Truck Mobility Improvements
• Spokane County Bigelow Gulch & Forker Road Realignment
• City of Walla Walla Myra Road from SR 125 to Dalles-Military 

Rd/12th St
• City of Yakima Lincoln Ave & Martin Luther King Jr Blvd Grade 

Separation

Previously-Funded Projects
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Previously-Funded Projects
Spokane County 

Bigelow Gulch & Forker 
Road Realignment



Previously-Funded Projects
King County South 

Park Bridge 
Replacement



Resources for Applicants

• The Current Funding 
Opportunities 
Webpage is the central 
hub for application 
materials, instructions, 
timelines, detailed 
scoring criteria, and 
Frequently Asked 
Questions (FAQ).

https://fmsib.wa.gov/six-year-investment-program/current-funding-opportunities
https://fmsib.wa.gov/six-year-investment-program/current-funding-opportunities
https://fmsib.wa.gov/six-year-investment-program/current-funding-opportunities


Resources for Applicants

• The Toolkit and Best 
Practices for 
Integrating Community 
Considerations 
workbook is an 
interactive resource 
designed to guide you 
through the 
Overburdened 
Communities section 
of the application

https://fmsib.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/Toolkit%20and%20Best%20Practices%20for%20Integrating%20Community%20Considerations%202024_1202.pdf
https://fmsib.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/Toolkit%20and%20Best%20Practices%20for%20Integrating%20Community%20Considerations%202024_1202.pdf
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https://fmsib.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/Toolkit%20and%20Best%20Practices%20for%20Integrating%20Community%20Considerations%202024_1202.pdf


Resources for Applicants

• The Freight System 
Mapping Tool displays 
Designated Strategic 
Freight Corridors. You 
may find it helpful to 
confirm eligibility and 
understand corridor 
context

https://wsdot.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=0e37044a459244d9b6414826b46e8c46
https://wsdot.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=0e37044a459244d9b6414826b46e8c46


Q&A

• Please submit your 
questions using the Q&A 
button on the bottom on 
your screen

• If you ask a question, we 
may invite you to unmute 
yourself to add 
additional context



Thank you!

• This recording will be posted on the Current Funding 
Opportunities webpage.

• If you have additional questions, please email them to 
Fred (Fred.Wenhardt@fmsib.wa.gov). 

mailto:Fred.Wenhardt@fmsib.wa.gov


THE FUTURE                       OF FREIGHT
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